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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1 -1 2 and 22-44 in the reply filed on 
12/20/04 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-12, 22-29, 31-36, and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Clare (US 5,745,036). 

Regarding claim 1 , Clare discloses a method for integrating point of sale (POS) 
data with electronic article surveillance (EAS) data, comprising: 

providing a general purpose computer (17, figure 1) operable to receive and 
process data; 

receiving POS data at the general purpose computer (col. 5, line 60 through col. 
6, line 17); 

receiving a EAS data at the general purpose computer (col. 6, lines 28-51); and 
processing the POS data with the EAS data at the general purpose computer 
(figures 1 and 5a-5b; col. 6, lines 18-28 and col. 6, line 61 through col. 7, line 10). 
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Regarding claim 2, Clare discloses the general purpose computer includes a 
vending database (35) for storing vending data and the POS data as a first portion (40) 
of the vending data in the vending database (col. 6, lines 1-18). 

Regarding claim 3, Clare discloses the general purpose computer includes a 
vending database (35) for storing the EAS data as a second portion (46) of the vending 
data in the vending database (col. 6, line 61 through col. 7, line 11). 

Regarding claim 4, Clare discloses selecting a subset portion of the vending data 
comprising selected data from the POS data and the EAS data in according with a 
predetermined selection criteria (col. 8, lines 1-17). 

Regarding claim 5, Clare further discloses reporting the selected subset portion 
of the vending data in a predetermined format (col. 8, lines 18-31). 

Regarding claim 6, Clare discloses the selected subset portion of the vending 
data is reported to a reporting device, and the selected subset portion provides system 
health information (col. 8, lines 56-65). 

Regarding claim 7, Clare discloses the POS data comprising merchandise data 
(col. 6, lines 24-29). 

Regarding claim 8, Clare discloses the EAS data comprising alarm event data 
(col. 1, lines 29-65 and col. 8, lines 18-64). 

Regarding claims 9-10, Clare discloses the merchandise data being associated 
with an article (12) by electronically identifying/scanning the merchandise data 
associated with the article merchandise and providing the merchandise data to the 
general purpose computer (col. 5, line 49 through col. 6, line 17). 
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Regarding claims 11-12, Clare discloses deactivating the EAS tag (22) 
associated with the article merchandise, wherein the POS data includes deactivation 
data based on the deactivating the EAS tag and activating an alarm if the tag is active 
(col. 9, lines 15-58). 

Regarding claim 22, Clare discloses a system for integrating point of sale (POS) 
data and electronic article surveillance (EAS) data comprising: 

a vending database (35, 40, 46) to store the POS data and EAS data (col. 5, line 
60 through col. 6, line 17) and col. 6, lines 28-51); and 

a general purpose computer (34) operative communication with the vending 
database (figures 1 and 5a-5b; col. 6, lines 18-28 and col. 6, line 61 through col. 7, line 
10). 

Regarding claims 23 and 25, Clare discloses the general purpose computer 
includes a vending database (35) for storing vending data and the POS data as a first 
portion (40) of the vending data in the vending database (col. 6, lines 1-18). 

Regarding claim 24, Clare discloses the general purpose computer includes a 
vending database (35) for storing the EAS data as a second portion (46) of the vending 
data in the vending database (col. 6, line 61 through col. 7, line 11). 

Regarding claim 26, Clare discloses a subset portion of the vending data 
comprising selected data from the POS data and the EAS data in according with a 
predetermined selection criteria (col. 8, lines 1-17). 

Regarding claim 27, Clare discloses a POS device (18) operable to obtain data 
being associated with an article (12, col. 5, line 49 through col. 6, line 17). 
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Regarding claims 28-29, Clare discloses deactivating the EAS tag (22) 
associated with the article merchandise, wherein the POS data includes deactivation 
data based on the deactivating the EAS tag (col. 9, lines 15-58). 

Regarding claims 31-32, Clare discloses the EAS device operable to receive an 
alarm event corresponding to an activated EAS tag (col. 1 , lines 29-65 and col. 8, lines 
18-64). 

Regarding claims 33-34, Clare further discloses a detector (42) for detecting a 
signal generated from an active EAS tag and generating the alarm event (col. 6, lines 
28-51). 

Regarding claims 35-36, Clare discloses EAS device providing data to an event 
database (46) subsequently comparing the data with the transaction/POS database (40) 
and generating a discrepancy report based thereon. 

Regarding claim 44, Clare discloses EAS data portion of the vending data being 
reported to a reporting device, and the selected data portion providing system 
diagnostic information (col. 8, lines 56-65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Clare in 
view of Salim et al (US 2004/01 1 3791 ). 

Regarding claim 30, Clare discloses everything claimed except the POS device 
being further operable to generate the POS data based on the product information and 
the EAS tag information. Salim et al. teach a POS data being based on product 
information and EAS information (figure 1, paragraphs 29-30). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use both 
the product information and EAS information to generate the POS data for the purpose 
of enhancing accuracy. 

6. Claims 37-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Clare. 

Regarding claims 37-38, Clare disclose everything claimed except the specific 
alarm event information and input thereof. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a public relation code 
identifier or EAS tag problem to control the alarm event information in order to provide 
for sales promotions and/or tag problems, e.g. tag failure, improper removal, etc. 

Regarding claims 39-41 , Clare disclose everything claimed except the specific 
method of entry of the alarm event information. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a keypad, scanner, 
reader, or usable programmable interface to enter the alarm event information in order 
to enable the salesperson or manager to update alarm event information. 
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Regarding claim 42-43, Clare disclose everything claimed except the specific 
type of connection from the EAS device to the general purpose computer. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use 
either wired or wireless connection based on the specific operating environment. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Andersen et al. (US 2002/0011933), Swartz et al. (US 5,979,758), and Robinson 
et al. (US 5,589,820). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tai T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2961 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30am-5:00pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on (571 ) 272-2964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Tai T. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2632 



May 15, 2005 



